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Lost Dog Emergency Plan
Bring them home fast...

Bring them home safe...
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It’s our worst nightmare. The dog is gone....
• The gate was left open.....

• The dog has slipped out under the fence..... 

• During a fearful moment, he slipped his leash and ran off.....

• He was staying with a friend and panicked.....

• We were in a car accident and he ran.....

Regardless of the reason, it happens and it’s terrifying. Don’t be 
caught without a plan. The quicker you can act, the better your 
chances are to find your lost family member.

Please go through the details in this booklet NOW. Create your 
emergency plan and tuck it away where you’ll hopefully only 
need it for the yearly update and not for an actual event. Don’t 
wait until you’re in the middle of a crisis. Time will be crucial in 
the event your dog is lost. Having a plan at your fingertips could 
make all the difference.



Updates
We recommend updating your information often. 

For dogs from 0 - 12 months, we recommend a monthly update since puppies change quite quickly. 

For dogs 12 - 36 months, we recommend updating every 3 - 6 months.

After 3 years, we recommend updates every 6 -12 months to allow for changes related to aging. 
Always note the time frame of the plan and when it was last updated. Also, put a date for your next 
update on a calendar you check frequently so you won’t forget.

Dog’s Name: 

Date of Update:

Age on Date of Update:

Next Update On:



Dog Identification
As they say, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure!

Having proper identification on your dog will help anyone in 
their path quickly and easily identify them. The sooner you 
can find them, the better since dogs tend to go feral quickly 
when lost.  Getting them home within the first 24 hours could 
make all the difference.

The most foolproof form of identification for your 4-legged friend is 
the tried and true method of an identity tag. Either a tag hanging from 
the collar or a phone number embroidered into the collar itself. These methods are the first thing 
people will look for and they can be easily read by ANYONE, which eliminates the need to involve 
shelters or veterinarians to read microchips. A quick look at the collar should reveal a cell phone 
number. You’ll want to use your cell number rather than 
home number since you’ll likely be out looking for your 
dog and won’t have access to your home phone.

Search online for embroidered dog collars



Identity microchips 
are smaller than a 
grain of rice - ask 
your vet!

Microchips
Microchips are a great back-up. In the event the dog has slipped its collar or the collar has broken 
off, a microchip can’t be lost. It’s always good to have multiple forms of identification. We highly rec-
ommend a microchip in addition to collar identification. There are a couple of problems with micro-
chips. First, there are many brands and many scanners. Not all scanners can read all chips. Ask your 
vet about the best options in your area. The other potential issue is that sometimes Microchips can 
migrate from the back of your dog’s neck to other places. The occasional check to ensure your dog’s 
microchip is still easy to find is a good idea. 

It’s crucial that you keep your information current with the microchip company. There’s nothing 
worse than someone scanning and identifying your dog only to 
find out that the microchip company has an old, out-of-service 
phone number. Contact them anytime your information changes.  

Tracking Devices 
A small device can be attached to your dog’s collar that will allow you to see their exact location.
These devices are typically linked to a GPS network and allow you to connect through a smart-
phone. There are many options available in tracking devices for dogs these days. They range a lot in 
options. Do your research to find the right one at the right price for you. There is typically a monthly 
monitoring fee associated with the better systems.

Microchip company phone number:



Checklist
Planning ahead is crucial when an emergency happens. Make a list of things you’ll have to get done 
in a hurry so you’ll be prepared. There are likely lost dog organizations in your area. They often 
maintain websites and Social Media that will list your lost dog for ultimate reach. Find these in ad-
vance so they are at your fingertips should the need arise. Also, list here the Animal Control/SPCA 
organization in your area and any vet clinics that may be able to help in your search. Be sure to note 
contact information such as phone and email so you can quickly send pictures and pertinent details. 

Contact these organizations:

Contact Animal Control:

Contact These Vets:



Contact Live Trap Rentals:

Contact Local News Sources:

Poster:
Having a poster at the ready will save a lot of time. Make it up ahead of time and 
leave it someplace safe. Make sure you update information as outlined earlier in 
this document. Fill in all details ahead of time with permanent marker so that all 
you need to do is update the date the dog went missing before making copies. See 
the following page for a template. After copying, consider sheet protectors so they 
remain readable out in the elements.
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Paste Head Picture

Paste Standing Profile Picture

Dog Name:

Dog Breed

Missing Since (date):

Height:

Weight:

Distinct Markings:

Medical Needs:

If spotted, please call: 

MISSING DOG: REWARD OFFERED!

DO NOT CHASE!



If you do have to set up a search, you’ll need other people to help you. Set up your phone tree now 
so that all you have to do is call the first person on your list. Be sure to give a copy to all participants 
ahead of time so they know who to call.

Phone Tree for Search Helpers:

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 

Name: 
Phone #: 



Have this guide ready in 
hopes that you never need it.


